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As we reflect on the past year, let us be filled with immense pride 
and gratitude. Together, we have faced challenges, celebrated 
victories, and worked tirelessly to advance our mission. We have 
demonstrated unwavering resilience and commitment in the face of 
uncertainty. Each project we undertook, and every milestone we 
reached, is a testament to the collective effort and dedication of our 
team.



Our success is not just measured in numbers and statistics, but it is 
woven into the lives we touch and the communities we uplift. The 
impact of our work extends far beyond the confines of our offices; it 
reaches into the hearts of those we serve.



Let us build upon the foundation we've laid and reach new heights, 
break barriers, and make an even greater impact. Our journey is not 
defined by the challenges we face but by our ability to overcome 
them. In the pages that follow, you will find a detailed account of our 
achievements, financial overview, success stories, and plans for the 
future. We invite you to join us in celebrating the power of the arts to 
empower and inspire.



Thank you for your continued support.



Executive Director

Hannah Nentakpeh Mckay
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B4 Youth Theatre

B4 Youth Theatre's (B4YT) mission is to empower young people to become 

educated citizens through the arts. 

B4YT helps children and young adults develop a vision for a better world 

and attain the education to realize their vision.
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****Achievements****

 National accreditation from the National Election Commission Liberia

 Establishment of a new site in Bong County outside of Gbarnga City that is actively running

 Redesigned and published the B4 Youth Theatre website 

 Established a partnership agreement with The Community School in Baltimore, Maryland, USA

 The Philadelphia program site worked on a new project to address Sexual Assault/Abuse within their community using a 

play presented with puppets, which was performed at different schools and center

 B4 Youth Theatre Office & Training space has been partially open since Jan. 2023 with minor renovations led by National 

Director Silas Juaquellie and the team in Liberia

 B4YT got accepted for the second round of grants from the William Penn Foundatio

 Over 100 students actively participated in the B4YT programs this year both in the America and Liberi

 150K new followers across  all our different social media platforms

www.b4youththeatre.or

 on December 29, 2023, B4 Youth Theatre signed an MoU with Sandip University to serve as a Promotional Consultant to the establishment of the Sandip 
University Information Centre in Gbarnga, Bong County, Liberi

 On November 30, B4 Youth Theatre and the Community  School in Baltimore, Maryland, US had their first introductory meeting between both students and staff
 On September 8, 2023, the B4YT Vacation School for the Arts had a closing performance in Gbarnga at Gboveh Auditorium on the topics of election violence and 

land rights. Students also performed original choreographed dance and music on recorder including the two B4 Youth Theatre organization songs, “Burning 
Barriers” and “Build the Bridge” and Liberian National Anthem. We had over 100 Audience, including the students’ parents and guardians, and Rev. Maryalice 
Omokeye Moses, The Mission of Hope Director

 On September 2, 2023, B4YT students performed on the topic "How to report good and bad law enforcement" in the Land Rights awareness effort organized by 
the Land rights authority in Bong County in collaboration with the Federation of Liberian Youth (FLY). The B4YT Team was invited by Mr. Abraham Kollie,  the 
coordinator of FLY

 On July 21, 2023, the B4YT school club at Mission of Hope held their final performance during the school closing program on the topic “the importance of having 
Theatre in school”. We had 21 students who participated

 On July 13-14, 2023, the Philadelphia Royal Change Makers program site held Puppeteer Training with Ms. Edna Bland, and later on July 21st, they attended The 
National Puppetry Festival in Maryland. They met Ms. Edna Bland and Ms. Connie Mulligan in person for the first time since the beginning of the project. They 
received their custom puppets built by Ms. Connie

 On May 29-30, 2023, the Founder Dr. Jasmine Blanks Jones, and the Director of African Initiative Jalen Rose attended the United Nations Permanent Forum on 
People of African Descent at the UN headquarters in New York, NY.

 On April 10, 2023, the Royal Change Makers of Philadelphia! Jalen and Yves-Marie Desir took the group of teens to tour  
and to Colonial Williamsburg to workshop their puppet show with actor Deirdre Jones Cardwell

 On March 15, I had my first session with Tianna my mentor for March, basically, she shared her experiences as a successful Leader  working in Liberia and United 
States environment especially with non-profit organization and her involvement with B4YT. she encourage me to be a fearless Leader

 In the month of February, I had a mentorship sessions with Aunty Jebbeh Jolly-Cole Fahnbulleh,  B4YT Board president, I learned about four (4) basic 
responsibilities of an Executive Director:


        Align Employees with Organizational Goals and Objectives

        Organize and Manage Fundraising Efforts

        Organizing Fundraising event

        Assess and Manage Budge
 In January, I had  mentorship session with Dr. Jones, I was able to developed a work Plan and an annual Budget to achieve my goals for the organization in line 

with the organization’s Mission and Vision with support from Mr. Silas N. Juaquellie –B4YT National Director
 on January 5, I met with Jalen, the Director of African Diaspora initiatives we discussed my work plan and the budget that is needed for implementation. She 

agreed to contribute to the fundraising by writing grants, preparing for giving Tuesday, creating different social media platforms form fundraiser in other to achieve 
the different goals that is in the work plan

  As the mentorship continued, On January 14, I had a financial meeting with the founder and the financial officer for B4YT to make me acquainted with the financial 
balances of the organization in both accounts, the United State and Liberia. Second, I learned about reporting financial record with evidence or receipts of 
transaction

  on January 30, I met with Edoni and Jalen to brainstorm on the fundraising activities for the organization to complete it national office and training space in 
Gbarnga, Bong County. In other to reach our target we agreed to have: To have some partnership with organization that can support us in this process, planning 
program for Giving Tuesday, send photos of activities from Liberia and America to be posted on our social media page and  we talk about having some live stage 
performance.

Hampton University for High School Day

2023

    



   This year B4 Youth Liberia worked with a total of 100 students taking classes i
  basic theater skills. They learned about how to develop drama, compose music, and they improved their literacy 

and problem-solving skills with the use of the four B4YT Modules “issue summit, stakeholder analysis, power 
Mapping and the Drama Development”. 31 students from the Community House School in Gbarnga participated in 
the B4YT School Club program. 35 Students participated in the Mission of Hope School Club, Folah, Kpaii District, 
Bong County. 34 students attended the Vacation school in Gbarnga held at our training space in the Gboveh Hill 
community

 We celebrated our 10th year of partnership with the Community House School in Gbarga City, Liberia begun under 
the direction of Mr. Silas Juaquellie in 2013

 Six of our students from Mission of Hope achieved honor roll status in their respective classes
 Rev. Moses, the Mission of Hope Director shared, “I was very amazed when I saw my students performing before 

the audience and introducing themselves with confidence, I thought, “Yes! B4YT we need you every year”
 Future Sonah, an aspiring student leader shared, “I told my father I wanted to become a professional Journalist, 

and he sent me to Journalism school but I was not able to speak fluently, but when I entered B4YT, my fear when 
far away from me”. She was the lead student’s actor during the vacation school

 The Royal Change Makers got their first introduction to the world of puppet-building by creating professional 
puppets for their projec

 We have 12 brilliant students we work with in Philadelphia. This program site toured Hampton University and to 
Colonial Williamsburg in Virginia, US to workshop their puppet show

 Three students from the Mission of Hope learned to play the National Anthem of Liberia on the recorder perfectl
 Established a great partnerships with the community School in Baltimore, USA and the Sandip University in India

                                                        Overview of 202

 The B4YT Team in Liberia took the initiative and contributed to getting an office /Training space along with some furniture (Office 
desk, Chairs, window Curtains, and Iron Door, including minor renovations)

 Extended the school club to the Mission of Hope School in Folah, including the Community House School in Gbarnga, and we have 
over 35 students signed up for the club at the new site and 31 at the Community House Elem. School, which is our pioneer 
partnership school in Bong County

 Our National Director, Mr. Silas N. Juaquellie, developed an online reporting tool in Kobo Collect as a way to keep actual reports on 
the national program activities

 Royal Change Makers worked on a new project to address Sexual Assault/Abuse within their community using a play presented 
with puppets, which was performed at different schools and centers

 B4YT initiated a Gofundme campaign to support the fundraising for the Office and training space renovation in Gbarnga, Bong 
County, Liberi

 Our founder launched a memorial scholarship fund named in honor of her grandparents, Louis and Elizabeth Cameron, and John 
and Revella Blanks. Two scholarships per year, one student from the USA and one student from Liberia

 The Leadership developed a Scholarship form to streamline the selection process for the scholarship.

 B4YT has a partnership with the Beyond Success Leadership network in Liberia, which engages young people in transformative 
leadership, in Bakalu and Dorothy Cooper Elem. & Junior High schools, over 75 youths attend a meeting from the two schools in 
Gbarnga

 Special training for volunteers and staff as part of the continual personal capacity development, we plan a two-day training for the 
volunteers and also individuals who were interested in our program. This training focuses on the 1. Warm-up and body positions 2. 
Music and voice training 3. Arts leadership. We had 7 committed participants who completed the training:


              1. Jeremiah W. Giahyu – Male

              2. Favour N. Nuatomue - Female

              3. Norah K. Nemklee-Female

              4. Gracious S. Paasewe-Female

              5. Glorious Z. Paasewe – Female

              6. Obediah S. Fama, Jr. – Male

              7. Joshua M.V. Jimmy - Mal
 The team works with volunteers to carry on awareness of Civil Voter Education and rights, in several communities and towns 

around, Gbarnga, Bong County with different drama Slip on Election-related topics/ issues
 The students had a wonderful time learning from Deirdre Caldwell an actor interpreter who has portrayed an array of women at 

Colonial Williamsburg Foundation and one of the lead actresses in the play “200 Years of Returns”, they learned about Character 
Development sheets to understand the full scope of the characters written in the play.

 We held several radio announcements informing the public about the B4YT activities in Gbarnga, Bong County before the Staff and 

volunteer training

 The National Director, had lots of talk shows on different radio stations(Radio Gbarnga, Super Bongese, Premiere FM, etc.) in Gbarnga 

to discuss integrating Arts Education within our regular/ conventional schools

 The interim –Executive director held a talk show discussing the topic “ why theatre Education is important for school-going kids” 

before the B4YT vacation School on Premiere FM, one of the state-run Radio stations in Gbarnga that has a large range of followers in 

other parts of the country.

 The B4YT Students were invited by the Managing Director at the Gbarnga Radio Station, the mother Radio station in Gbarnga to talk 

about their experiences and what they have learned from the B4YT vacation school

 The B4YT communications team did a lot of great Social media posts on the organization's social media platforms (Facebook, 

Instagram, LinkedIn)


ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS FEATURING B4

 Blanks Jones, J. L., Quaynor, L., Njeri, S., & Bolden, Y. (2023). A Pandemic Adaptation and Its Aftermath: Using AI and In-Person 

Facilitation for Community Health Education in Liberia and the United States. Health Promotion Practice

 Strong, K. & Blanks Jones, J. L. (2022). Come Correct: Itineraries of Discovery in Black Women’s Ethnographic Practice. Feminist 

Anthropology

 Blanks Jones, J. L. (2022). “We had that spirit of openness”: Performative mobility for global majority youth to move within and out of 

the struggle. NEOS

 Blanks Jones, J.L. & Juaquellie, S.N. (2022). “It Takes a Person”: Mediating Youth Citizenship through Performance During the Ebola 

Epidemic. In P. Kubow, D. Miranda, N. Webster, K. Strong (Eds.), Youth, Education, Democracy in an Era of Global Change. Routledge.


    Blanks Jones, J. L. & Quaynor, L. Black youth voices, elevated? Comparing AI tool and in-person social issues


    discussions in the U.S. and Liberia. Paper presentation at the Comparative and International Education Society


    Annual Meeting. 2023.


 Employment of additional new B4YT staff: The employment of additional staff members aligns with B4YT's commitment to 

empowering young people in the arts. By strategically hiring individuals with the right expertise, the organization can amplify its 

impact, respond to growing demands, and position itself for sustained success

 Conduct visual classes online between B4 Youth Theatre and The Community School: The online visual arts classes between 

B4 Youth Theatre and The Community School aim to create a dynamic and collaborative learning environment. Through shared 

creativity and cultural exchange, participants will not only enhance their artistic skills but also build meaningful connections with 

peers from different backgrounds

 B4YT School Club: The B4YT School Club serves as a vibrant platform for students to explore the world of performing arts, 

fostering creativity, teamwork, and a sense of community. By establishing a strong connection between the club and B4 Youth 

Theatre, participants can benefit from shared resources, expertise, and unique opportunitie

 Special July 26th performance by B4 Youth Theatre: The Special July 26th Performance by B4 Youth Theatre aims to captivate 

the audience with a memorable and celebratory showcase of talents with key highlights on the formation of the county called 

“Liberia”. Through careful planning, collaboration, and creative execution, this performance can serve as a highlight within the 

organization's calendar of events

 B4YT Vacation School for the Arts: The B4YT Vacation School for the Arts aims to create a vibrant and immersive experience for 

young individuals during school vacations which is the traditional activity for the organization. As we keep providing a diverse 

range of workshops, cultural experiences, and opportunities for creative expression, the program will keep contributing to the 

artistic and personal development of participants in a fun and supportive environment

 Strengthening Collaborations and forming New Partnerships: Building strong partnerships and collaborations is central to our 

vision. In the next year, B4 Youth Theatre will Identify and establish partnerships with local schools, arts organizations, and 

businesses to create mutually beneficial collaborations. Explore opportunities for international collaborations or cultural exchange 

programs to broaden the horizons for our participants.

 ⮚ Thanks to these generous supporters and donors who have contributed to the success of B4 Youth Theatre

  William Penn Foundation                                 

 Harvard County Cultural Arts Boar

 Rev. MaryAlice Omokeye Mose

 Irene Ye

 Sharon R. Brow

 Markya Reed


 ⮚ A heartfelt thank you to our dedicated volunteers who have generously given their time, skills, and passion to support B4 Youth 

Theatre. Your commitment is the backbone of our organization, and we are grateful for your invaluable contributions

 Clarence Kokor ------- Student lea

 Obadiah S. Famah, Jr

 Rita N. Art

       Mayamu Kamara

 We extend our sincere gratitude to our collaborators and partners for their commitment to shared goals and impact initiatives. Your 

collaboration has enriched our programs and expanded our reach, making a significant difference in the lives of young artists.


           1. Mission of Hope School in folah, Kpaii District, Bong County


           2. The Community School in Gbarnga, Bong County


           3. WOAR- Philadelphia center against sexual Violence


           4.  The Community School in Baltimore, Maryland, USA.


           5. Sandip University , Nashik, India


 We would like to express our gratitude to Rev. Maryalice Omokeye Moses, The Mission of Hope Director. For her extraordinary 

support and contributions that have made a lasting impact on B4 Youth Theatre

 We are also honor to appreciate Mr. David Jackholder Juaquellie * who was the founder and proprietor for the Community House 

school in Factory Community in Gbarnga, This school is our first partner school in Central Liberia that support our Mission  over the 

past 10 Years of making great impacts until now.
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Hannah N. Mckay

interim Executive Director


B4 Youth Theatre


b4partnerdirector@gmail.com


whatsapp: +919730708867

contact information

Mission

Vision

Mr Silas N. Juaquellie

National Director- B4 Youth Theatre


whatsapp:+231886495378

Jalen Rose

Director for African Diaspora 

Initiatives


B4 Youth Theatre


whatsapp:+ 12678818727

www.b4youththeatre.org

 Supporters and Donors: No.1

 A special thank you to our dedicated board members and leadership 

team for their vision, guidance, and unwavering commitment to the 

success of B4 Youth Theatre. Your leadership has shaped our 

organization and paved the way for continued growth and impact.  


